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1  COMMAND

1.1 FORMAT

1.2 FUNCTION

The MD_COM framework, here exemplified with the command name, has some 
common features for all commands that use the framework. The framework helps to 
parse the command lines, and writes out the help texts (and a few other things).

The defined switches in the system have a long form and some of them have a short 
form. The short form is a dash '-' followed by a single letter. The long form is a double 
dash '--' followed by a complete word. Some switches only have the long form, and a 
few switches only have the short form. If a switch has both the short and the long form, 
they are equivalent. In the format part of the command description only the short form 
is shown for switches that have a short form.

Some switches use a plus sign '+' as a prefix instead of the normal minus sign. For 
these switches the short form has a single plus sign '+' as prefix, while the long form 
has a double plus sign as prefix '++'.

A few switches use either plus '+' or minus '-' as prefix. For such a switch the meaning 
is reversed if the prefix is changed from plus '+' to minus '-'.

In the format section the optional arguments are enclosed in square brackets '[ ]'. Alter-
natives are listed as separate command lines. If the command line is too long to fit on 
a single line it is continued on the next line using backslash '\' as continuation indicator.

In command parameters where a string of digits can be entered, like, for example, as 
D1D2D3D4D5D6 for --ext-npres to extension_profile, the digits are counted from left to 
right.

The arguments to switches are denoted as single characters in the format lines. The 
meaning of these single characters are:

command

[-T x] [--help-complete]

[-T x] [--help-framework]

[-T x] [--print-synopsis]

[-T x] [--version]

[-T x] [-?]

x argument is a single value

s argument can be a sequence (comma separated)

r argument can be a range (using double dot '..' to separate start and stop value)

m argument can be a combination of sequences (comma separated) and ranges (using 
double dot '..' to separate start and stop value)

X argument can be the special word 'all' or a single value

S argument can be the special word 'all' or a sequence (comma separated)

R argument can be the special word 'all' or a range (using double dot '..' to separate start 
and stop value)
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COMMAND

1.3 PARAMETERS

-T
Do a function trace on the command while it is executing. The argument to this 
switch is a string of the function trace flags. Function trace is only possible for the 
debug version of the command (not for the optimized version). 

The switch requires an argument. The argument is single-valued.

-?, --help
Print the help text of the command. The printed help text is only the help text that 
is unique for this command. The help text on the command parsing framework 
(MD_COM) that is identical to all commands is not included. See also 
'--help-complete'. 

The switch takes no arguments.

--help-complete
Print the complete help text of the command. The printed help text includes help 
text on the command parsing framework (MD_COM) that is identical to all 
commands. See also '--help' and '--help-framework'. 

The switch takes no arguments.

--help-framework
Print the help text of the command parsing framework (MD_COM). That is, print 
the help text for the switches and features that are identical to all commands 
using the framework. 

The switch takes no arguments.

--print-synopsis
Print the format (that is, the possible ways to invoke this command using 
switches). This can be used in a smart shell to implement tab-completion of 
switches. 

The switch takes no arguments.

--version
Print the version information for the current command.

The switch takes no arguments.

M argument can be the special word 'all' or a combination of sequences (comma 
separated) and ranges (using double dot '..' to separate start and stop value)
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